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Of difpofition gentle and of wifdom, 

Overtopping woman’s power. Shakefp. Hen. VIII. 

As far as the foul o’ertops the body, fo far its pains, or 
rather mournful fenfations, exceed thofe of the carcafe. Harp. 

3. To obfcure 3 to make of lefs importance by fuperiour ex¬ 
cel] ence. J r 

Whereas he had been heretofore an arbiter of Europe, he 
Ihould now grow lefs, and be over-topped by fo great a con- 
jundtion. , Bacon’s Henry VII. 

One whom you love, 

Had champion kill’d, or trophy won. 

Rather than thus be overtopt, 

ry' . WoU ’ d y° u not his iaurels cropt ? Swift. 

l°O v ERTRi' p . V. a. [ over and trip .j To trip over : to 
walk lightly over. r * 

In fuch a night. 

Did Thifbe fearfully o’ertrip the dew, 

And faw the lion’s fhadow ere himfelf. 

And ran difmay’d away. Shakefp. Merch. of Venice . 

Overture, n.f [ouverture, French.] 

1, Opening 3 difclofure 3 difcovery. 

I wifh 

You had only in your filent judgment try’d it. 

Without more overture. Shakefp. Win . Tale. 

2 . rropofal; fomething offered to confideration. 

Mac Murugh moved Henry to invade Ireland, and made 

an overture unto him for obtaining of the fovereign lordfhip 

. Davies on Ireland. 

All thefe fair overturesy made by men well cfteemed for 
honeft dealing, could not take place. Hayward. 

We with open bread: 

Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overturey and turn not back perverfe. Milton. 

7 he earl of Pembroke, who abhorred the war, promoted 
all. overtures towards accommodation with great impor¬ 
tunity. Clarendon. 

If a convenient fupply offers itfelf to be feifed by force or 
gained by fraud, human nature perfuades us to hearken to the 
inviting overture. Rogers, Serm, 2. 

Suppofe five hundred men propofing, debating, and voting, 
according to their own little or much reafon, abundance of 
indigefted and abortive, many pernicious and foolifh overtures 
would arife. Swift. 

To Overtu'rn. v. a. [over and turn.] 

1. To throw down 3 to topple down ; to fubvert 5 to ruin. 

He is wife in heart and mighty ijq ftrength—which removeth 
the mountains, and overturneth them in his anger. Job ix.5. 

Thefe will fometimes overturn , and fometimes fwallow 
up towns, and make a general confufion in nature. Burnet. 

This he obviates, by faying we fee all the ideas in God 3 
which, is an anfwer to this objection, but fuch an one as 
overturns his whole hypothefis, and renders it ufelefs and 
as unintelligible, as any of thofe he has laid afide. Locke. 

If we will not encourage publick works of beneficence, 
till we are fecure that no ftorm fhall overturn what we help 
to build 3 there is no room left for charity. Atterbury. 

A monument of deathlefs fame, 

A woman’s hand overturns. Rowe. 

2. To over-power 3 to conquer. 

Fain exceflive overturns all patience. Milton. 

Overtu'rner. n.f. [from overturn.] Subverter. 

I have brought before you a robber of the publick treafure, 
ran overturner of law and juftice, and the deftrudlion of the 
Sicilian province. Swift. 

To Overvalue, v. a. [over and value.] To rate at too 
high a price. 

We have juft caufe to ftand in fome fear, Jeaft by thus 
overvaluing their fermons they make the price and eftima- 
tion of fcripture, otherwife notified, to fall. Hooker. 

ToOvervei'l. v. a. [over and veil.] To cover: 

The day begins to break, and night is fled 3 

Whofe pitchy mantle overveil’d the earth. Shakefp. 

To Overvo'te. v. a. [over and vote.] To conquer by plu¬ 
rality of votes. 

The lords and commons might be content to be overvoted 
by the major part of both houfes, when they had ufed each 
their own freedom. King Charles. 

To Overwa'tch. v. n. [over and watch.] To fubdue with 
long want of reft. 

Morpheus is difpatch’d; 

Which done, the lazy monarch overwatch’d , 

Down from his propping elbow drops his head, 

Diftblv’d in fleep, and fhrinks within his bed. Dry den. 

Overwatched, adj. Tired with too much watching. 

While the dog hunted in the river, he had withdrawn him¬ 
felf to pacify with fleep his over-watched eyes. Sidney. 

Overwear, adj. [over and weak.] Too weak3 too feeble. 

Paternal perfuafions, after mankind began to forget the 
original giver of life, became in all overweak to refill the 
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How like a younker or a prodigal. 

The (karfed bark puts from her native hay, 

Hugg d and embraced by the ftmmpet wind ' 

How like the prodigal doth Ihe return. 

With over-weatber’d ribs and rago-ed fails 
Lean, rent, and beggar’d by the ftmmpet wind Sh„i n. 

to think with arrogance. J lothlnkt0 ° highly; 

To reach beyond the truth of any thing in thought 
efpectally in the opinion of a man’s felfi ™>ught : 

Oft have I feen a hot o’erweening cur. 

Run back and bite, becaufe he was with-held 0/ 7 r 
My matter hath fent for me, to whofe fejfeg 
m faht be fome allay, or I * erween to think fo. Shahfl 
Lafh hence thefe overweening of France, * JP ' 
efe famifh d beggars, weary of their lives. Shahfb 
My eye s too quick, my heart derweens too much, P% 
Unlefs my hand and ftrength could equal them. Shekel 
Take heed of overweening , and compare ~ 

Thy peacock’s feet with thy gay peacock’s train : 

Study the beft and higheft things that are, 

Rut of thyfelf an humble thought retain. r>* 

l ney that overween , 

And at thy growing virtues fret their fpleen, 

JSo anger find in thee. m 

He might have learnt 
Lefs overweening, , fince he fail’d in Job, 

Whofe conftant perfeverance overcame 
Whate’er his cruel malice could invent. p aK jg 

No mail is fo bold, rafli, and overweening of bis own* 
works as an ill painter and a bad poet. Dnden 

Enthufiafm, though founded neither on reafon nor reve¬ 
lation, but riling from the conceits of a warmed or m- 
weening brain works more powerfully on the perfuafions 
and actions of men, than either or both together. Locke 
Men of fair minds and not given up to the overweening of 
felf-flattery, are frequently guilty of it: and, in many cafes, 
one with amazement hears the arguings, and is aftonilhed 
at the obftmacy of a worthy man who yields not to the'evi- 
dence of reafon. Lq£ ^ 

Now enters overweening pride. 

And fcandal ever gaping wide. s w if t 

Overwee'ningly. adv. [from overween.] With too much 
arrogance 3 with too high an opinion. 

To Overwei'gh. y. a. [over and weigh.] To preponderate. 
Sharp and fubtile dilcourfes of wit, procure many times 
very great applaufe, but being laid in the balance with that 
which the habit of found experience delivereth, they are over¬ 
weighed. ' Hooker, b. v. f. 7. 

My unfoil’d name, the aufterenefs of my life. 

Will fo your accufation overweigh, 

That you fhall ftifle in your own report. Shakefp. 

Overweight, n. f [over and weight.] Preponderance, 
Sinking into water is but an ovenveight of the body, in 
refpea of the water. Bacon’s Nat . 'Hijl. 

To Overwhelm, v. a. [over and whelm.] 

1. To crufh underneath fomething violent and weighty. 

What age is this, where honeft men. 

Plac’d at the helm, 

A fea of fome foul mouth or pen. 

Shall overwhelm ? Ben. Johnfon. 

Back do I tofs thefe trealons to thy head. 

With the hell hated lie o’erwhelm thy heart. Shakefp. 
How trifling an apprehenfion is the lhame of being laughed 
at by fools, when compared with that everlafting lhame and 
aftonilhment which fhall overwhelm the fuiner, when he fhall 
appear before the tribunal of Chrift. Rogers. 

Blind they rejoice, though now even now they fall 3 
Death haftes amain 3 onp hour o’erwhelms them all. Pops . 

2. To overlook gloomily. 

Let the brow overwhelm it. 

As fearfully as doth a galled rock 
O’erhang and jutty his confounded bafe. Shakefpeare. 

An apothecary late I noted. 

In tatter’d weeds with overwhelming brows. 

Culling of fimples. Shakefp. Rom. and Juliet. 

Overwhelmingly, adv. [from overwhelming.] In fuch a 
manner as to overwhelm. 

Men Ihould not tolerate themfelves one minute in any 
known fin, nor impertinently betray their fouls to ruin for 
that which they call light and trivial 5 which is fo indeed in 

xeipett 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Languag 



Dryden. 


Fairfax • 


Overwisc. I. — 1— -— # j 

Make not thyfelf overwife. Reel. vii. 16. 

Overwrought, part, [over and wrought.] 

X. Laboured too much. 

Apelles faid of Protogenes, that he knew not when to 
give over. A work may be overwrought , as well as under¬ 
wrought : too much labour often takes away the fpirit, by 
adding to the polifhing s fo that there remains nothing but 
a dull corrednefs, a piece without any confiderable faults, 
but with few beauties, Dryden’s Dufrefnoy. 

2, Worked all over. 

Of Gothic ftrudlure was the northern fide, 

O’erwrought with ornaments of barbarous pride. Pope. 
It has in Shakefpeare a fenfe which I know not well how to 
reconcile to the original meaning of the word, and therefore 
conclude it mifprinted for overraught 3 that is, overreached or 
cheated. 

By fome device or other. 

The villain is o’erwrought of all my money : 

They fay this town is full of cozenage. 

Overwo'rn. part, [over and worn.] 

1. Worn out 3 fubdued by toil. 

With watching overworn , with ca-res oppreft. 

Unhappy I had laid me down to reft. 

2. Spoiled by time. 

The jealous o’erworn widow and herfelf. 

Are mighty goflips in this monarchy. 

Overyea'red. adj. [over and year.] Too old. 

Among them dwelt 

A maid, whofe fruit was ripe, not overyeared. 

Overzealous. adj. [over and zealous.] Too zealous. 

* It is not of fuch weighty neceflity to determine one way 
or the other, as fome overzealous for or againft the imma¬ 
teriality of the foul, have been forward to make the world 
believe. Locke. 

Ought, n.f [aphis, that is, a whit , Saxon. This word is 
therefore more properly written aught . See Aught.] Any 
thing 3 not nothing. 

For ought that I can underftand, there Is no part but the 
bare Englifh pale, in which the Irilh have not the greateft 
footing. Spenfer on Ireland. 

He alked him if he faw ought. Mark viii. 23. 

To do ought good never will be our talk 3 
But ever tc do ill our foie delight. Milton’s Par. Loft. 

univerfal Lord ! be bounteous ftill 
To give us only good 3 and if the night 
Have gather’d ought of evil, or conceal’d, 

Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. Milton 

Oucht. verb imperfefl. [This word the etymologifts niake 
the preterite of owe , but it has often a prefent fignification ] 

1. [Preterite of owe.] Owed 3 was bound to pay 3 have been 
indebted. 

Apprehending the. occafion, I will add a continuance to 
that happy motion, and befides give you fome tribute of the 
love and duty I long have ought you. Spelman. 

1 nis blood which men by treafon fought, 

That followed, fir, which to myfelf I ought. Dryden. 

2. 1 o be obliged by duty. J 

Judges ought to remember, that their office is to interpret 

Bacon. 
Pope . 


In hillocks. Milton's Par. Loft, b. vii. 

Ouphe. n.f [aujfy Teutonick.] A fairy 3 a goblin. 

N&n Page and my little fon, we’ll drefs 
Like urchins, ouphes , and fairies, green and white. Shak „ 
Ou'phen. n.f. [from ouph.] Elfifh. 

Fairies, black, gray, green, and white. 

Ye moon fhine revellers and jfhades of night. 

You ouphen heirs of fixed deftiny. 

Attend your office. 

Our. pron. poff. [upe, Saxon.] 

1. Pertaining to us 3 belonging to us. 

You fhall 

Lead our fir ft battle, brave Macduff, and we 
Shall take upon us what elfe remains. 

Our wit is given almighty God to know. 

Our will is given to love him being known 3 
But God could not be known to us below, 

But by his works which through the fenfe are fhown. 

So in our little world this foul of ours 
Being only one, and to one body ty’d. 

Doth ufe on divers objeefts divers powers. 

And fo are her effe&s diverfify’d. Davies. 

2. When the fubftantive goes before, it is written ours. 

Edmund, whofe virtue in this inftance. 

So much commands itfelf, you fhall be ours. Shakefp. 
Thou that haft fafhion’d twice this foul of ours, 

Davies » 


So that fhe is by double title thine. 

Be ours, who e’er thou art. 

Forget the Greeks. ' Denham. 

1 axallan, fhook by Montezuma’s powers. 

Has, to refill his forces, call’d in ours. Dryden. 

Reading furnifhes the mind only with materials of know¬ 
ledge, it is thinking makes what we read curs : it is not 
enough to cram ourfelves with a great load of Colledlions, 
unlefs we chew them over again, they will lidt give us 
ftrength. Lo r ke 

Their organs are better difpofed than ours , for receiving 
grateful impreffions from fenfible objea«. Atterbury . 

Ourse'lves. reciprocal pronoun, [the plural of myfelf 1 

1. We 5 not others. J ' J 

We ourfelves might diftin&ly number in words a great 
deal farther than we ufually do, would we find out but fome 
nt denominations to fignify them by. Locke. 

2. Us 3 not others, in the oblique cafes. 

Safe in ourfelves , while on ourfelves we ftand. 

The fea is ours,, and that defends the land. Dryden. 

Ourself is ufed in the regal ftile. 

To make fociety 

The fweeter welcome, we will keep ourfelf 

Till fupper-time alone. ^ Shakefp. Macbeth. 

We ourfelf will follow 

In the main battle. . Shakefpeare. 

Not fo much as a treaty can be obtained, unlefs we would 
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law, and not to make or give law. 

Morals criticks ought to fhow. 

She a<fts juft as fhe ought , 

Lut never, never reach’d one generous thought: 

3 - To be fit 3 to be neceffary. 

f„„ If |, g , r if m . m ' ar ° u & ht '° be tau g ht > « muft be to one that can 
’peak the language already. Locke 

of F an R egv and Lat -J Ha «ng the lhape 

This notion of the mundane egg, or that the world was nu- 
0 {™’ k4 been the fenfe and language of all antiquity. Burn. 
0 viparous. adj. [ovum and pario, Latin.] Bringing forth 
eggs; not viviparous. J g g Iorm 

That fifhes and birds Ihould be oviparous, is a plain fi<m 

of province. More’s Jnt. aga j AhetE 

Birds and oviparous creatures have eggs enough at firfi 

OuNc C E 1Ved 7 r them P ferve - them f ° r maI) y )’ ears laying. Ray. 
differ' n > \ mcla . Latin.] A name of weio-ht of 

wdlht Va “ 111 dlfterent denominations of weight. In troy 

twenty-four grabis'. 5 ^ 5 3 A-eight^ 

Wv , T , The b . lood he hath loft, 

nich 1 dare vouch is more than th^t he hath 
■ey many an ounce, he dropt it for his country. Shake ft 

farW° nged L y - wei S heth one ™nce twenty-fix grains- the 

Sires'"' " i£ “ 
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denude ourfelf of all force to defend us. 

Ouse. n.f. Tanners bark. 

Ov'sel n.f [o r le, Saxon.] A blackbird. 

The merry lark her mattins fings aloft, 

re P bes J tbe mavis defcant plays, 

I he oujel ftirills, the ruddock warbles foft 3 
So goodly all agree, with fweet confent. 

To this day’s merriment. 

The oufel cock fo black of hue. 

With orange tawney bill. 

fnrTu hrUfheS 3nd °d els ’ or bIackb «fds, were commonly fold 
To Ons! PenCe ?' p J 5 ce- . „ Hakewm on Providence. 

away! ° Ur ' French ‘J T ° vacate ; to take 

„T, U >! tIp, ;“ t ' 10n ° P a< ^' 0!ls u P on the cafe were rare formerly, 
and thereby wager of law oujied, which difeouraged many 

Out. adv. [uv, Saxon; uyt, Dutch.] 

1. Notwithin. J 

The gown with ftiff embroid’ry ftining, 

J-a)Oks charming with a ilighte'r lining ; 

1 he out, if Indian figures ftain. 

The infide muft be rich and plain. p • 

2. It is generally oppofed to in. IOr ’ 

blind rafcaIly boy5 that abufes ever V one’s eyes be¬ 
caufe his own are let him be judge how deepTam fn 

3. In a ftate of difclofure. Shakefp. 

conco ^ n ^ 

4. Not in confinement or concealment. 

Nature her cuftom holds. 

Let ffame fay what it will; when thefe are gone, 

Ffte woman will be out. 0 o; 7 r. 

’ Sbakefpea'c. 

5. From 
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